Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 183 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.216; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.5.
The title compound, C 18 H 14 N 4 O 2 , was found as a by-product in the nitroaldol reaction between 2-(nitromethyl)pyridine and N-(pyridin-2-ylmethylidene)methaneamine. Its two stereogenic centers give rise to four stereoisomers of which only the anti isomers are found in this crystal structure.
Related literature
For the synthesis of 2-(nitromethyl)pyridine, see: Feuer & Lawrence (1972) . For nitroaldol reactions, see: Cwik et al. (2005) . For -nitroamines, see Lucet et al. (1998) . For comparison of bond lengths, see: Allen et al. (1987) . et al., 1998) . The nitroaldol reaction between 2-(nitromethyl)pyridine 1 (Feuer & Lawrence, 1972) and N-(pyridin-2ylmethylidene)methaneamine 2 yielded the title compound 3 as a byproduct together with methylamine. Although four stereo isomers are possible, only the anti-isomers are found in the crystal structure. The 2-pyridyl rings of neighbouring molecules are arrangend coplanarily with an approximate intermolecular distance of 3.70 Å. Not surprisingly the five-membered dihydroindolizine ring is strained and conjugation of the six-membered ring with the nitro group is observed regarding the bond lengths. They are found to lie between those for single and double bonds (Allen et al., 1987) .
Experimental

A nitroaldol reaction (Henry reaction) was carried out with 2-(nitromethyl)pyridine 1 (0.20 g; 1.4 mmol) and N-(pyridin-2ylmethylidene)methaneamine 2 (0.15 g; 1.2 mmol) in 3.5 ml anhydrous THF with hydrotalcite Syntal 696 (0.13 g) as catalyst (Cwik et al., 2005) . The mixture was stirred for eight hours at 60 °C and then cooled to r.t.. Then the solvent was removed in vacuo yielding a sticky brown residue. Thereafter 3 ml of diethylether were added and the yellow etheral solution was separated from the insoluble brownish residue, which was then dissolved in THF. From the latter solution yellow crystals of the title compound were obtained at r.t. (0.017 g). The compound is stable at room temperature and under atmospheric conditions. NMR measurements were carried out on a Bruker AC 200 and Bruker AC 400 spectrometer and referenced to the solvent resonances. Signals were assigned by DEPT 135, HSQC, HMBC experiments. 
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were calculated at idealized positions and were refined with 1.2 times the isotropic displacement parameter of the corresponding carbon atoms. At the final stage of refinement, clear evidence of the presence of solvent voids of 201.00 Å 3 was obtained. Several trials to find a reasonable model for this were unfruitful. Thus, a correction for diffuse effects due to the inclusion of disordered solvent molecules in the crystal structure was made using the the SQUEEZE option (van der Sluis & Spek, 1990) in the program PLATON (Spek, 2009 ). Further details are given in the cif. (4) 
